
Union Sports Arena / The Westfield Rink 
 

COVID-19 Youth Ice Hockey Activity Attendance Guidelines 
As of January 2, 2021 

 
 
The current COVID mitigation rules are that indoor gatherings are limited to 10 people.  For 
outdoor venues, the outdoor gathering limit is currently 25.  For both indoor and outdoor venues, 
ice hockey practices and competitions (games) are allowed to exceed the gathering limit to the 
extent that only individuals essential to the operation of the activity are allowed to enter. 
 
Accordingly, the following people are allowed to attend for the participating teams (all must be 
listed on the roster and must complete waiver forms online in advance): 
 

1. Players participating in the practice/game 
2. Up to 3 coaches, who can be on the bench. 
3. Up to 2 scorekeepers for the home team (doing the scorekeeping for a game) 
4. A “safety person” to deal with any players injured during the practice/game and assist any 

players who must come off the ice during a practice/game (i.e. due to injury, etc.) and to 
help keep players in their assigned changing areas pre/post practice/game 

 
We allow the “safety person” to setup/operate a video device to stream the game to outside 
viewers – as a secondary role – remembering that the “safety person” role is primary. 
 
But we cannot allow non-essential people – video people, photographers, statisticians, etc. – into 
the facility, as they are not essential to the operation of the practice/game. 
 
The rules are crystal clear that once the gathering limit is exceeded, NO spectators are allowed.  
That means parents, students, extra coaches, extra players, etc.  This means nobody standing 
around the rink watching the game who isn’t essential for the operation of the game.  The objective 
is to reduce the opportunity for COVID to be spread between people within the facility. 
 
We understand that people want to try to keep things as “normal” as possible.  But this is not a 
normal year – and nothing we do will make it “normal”.  Given the continued spread of COVID, 
particularly among teens, as well as the propensity of the state to shutdown activities and facilities, 
we’re lucky to be able to play at all. 
 
We also understand that other facilities may be doing things differently.  But these are the 
guidelines that we feel comfortable with at our facilities. 
 
Please forward any questions on this policy to Ken Anderson at ken@unionsportsarena.com. 
 
 

Update Effective February 19, 2021 
 
Per Governor Murphy’s order issued on Friday February 12, 2021, a limited number of spectators 
may now be allowed for youth hockey games. Union Sports Arena (but not at The Westfield Rink) 
will be allowing a limited number of spectators subject to the following rules and limitations: 
 

1. The home team (ice purchaser) must approve attendance of spectators.  This is critical in 
that we expect the home team to take on various responsibilities relating to spectators, as 
outlined below. 
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2. Parents will be allowed to attend as follows (no siblings at this time): 
a. Mite Development, Mite cross-ice and Next Step programs – 1 parent per player 
b. Other activities on The Pond (Learn to Skate, etc.) – 1 parent per skater 
c. U10 and older – up to 2 parents per player 

3. Players will be allowed to enter 15 minutes ahead of game time.  Parents will wait outside 
until players are on the ice, at which point they will be admitted.  Since we are not yet 
using locker rooms, the purpose of this is to limit contact between people within the facility. 

4. All existing facility entry procedures will remain in place, including temperature checks, 
screening questions, etc. 

5. Parents will be assigned to specific areas within the building with home team parents being 
assigned to the mezzanine area outside the snack bar as well as on the ground at the 
front and rear of the rink and visiting team parents being assigned to the mezzanine area 
over the locker rooms. 

6. All parents/spectators must leave the building before players exit the ice.  The home team 
(ice purchaser) is responsible for accomplishing this, else spectators will not be allowed 
for any subsequent games hosted by the home team. 

7. Spectators must wear face coverings and observe normal social distancing requirements 
while in the facility.  The home team (ice purchaser) is responsible for monitoring and 
enforcing this, else spectators will not be allowed for any subsequent games hosted by 
the home team. 

 
Despite this announcement from the Governor, COVID is still among us.  We all need to continue 
to wear face coverings, observe social distancing and do everything possible to minimize close 
contact among groups of people. 
 
 
Please help us continue to keep players (and now their parents) safe in our facilities. 


